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DIRECTOR, GENERAL PUBLICITY

DAYTON, OHIO 4540 9

DAYTON, Ohio, June 2, 1970

AREA CODE 51 3

229-2646

Rev . John G. Dickson, S. M. , former Provincial

Superior of the Society of Mary's New York Province (1961-68 ), has been appointed
Chairman of. the Department of Sociology , Anthropology, and Social Work, Rev.
A. Roesch, S. M. , University of Dayton President, announced today .

R~ond

His two -year

appointment becomes effective August 15 , 1970 .
Father Dickson replaces Dr . Mary Jo Huth, who res i gned after five years as

Dr. Huth , who will remain with
the University faculty, tendered her res i gnation "because the chairmanship was too
Chairman to concentrate on teaching and r esea r ch .

restrictive .

A person must keep close to the ever- changi ng aspects of sociological

studies and administrative responsibilities do not permit one to do this in teaching
or research . "
in England .

She revealed

she would l eave shortly for urban sociol ogy research

She will continue the research in this country when school opens

August 31.
Father Roesch also announced that Garth W. Lawless, a 1957 UD graduate who has
been on the faculty si nce 1967, has been appointed Chairman of the Department of
Chemical Technology for four years , and that Rev . Theodore A. Koehler, S. M., a
member of the Society of Mary's French Province, would remain in the United States
and become Director/Curator of the Marian Library, largest library in the world
devoted to Mary, the Mother of God .
l ast year.

He has been acting director s i nce October

Father Koehler, who came to UD f rom the University of Fribourg and is

a noted European scholar on Mariology , expects to remain in this country for three
years.
Father Dickson, who has been a Marianist since 1934, had been studying at the
University of Chicago for the 1968-69 school year. He also had asked to be relieved
of his duties as Provincial t o return t o teaching . He had been taki ng extra
s ociology study at Chicago from Rev . Andrew Greeley, Peter Bl au , Philip Hauser, and
Milton Freedman. Father Dickson , who had been active with the Conference of Major
Superiors of Men in the USA, served as a resource person with Father Greeley also
on the American Bishops Survey of the Priesthood . He worked with the National Opinion
Research Center in Chicago during this period .
Fat her Dickson has degrees in English (bachelor's and master's, UD), theology,
( st . Meinrad 's Seminary, Indiana) , and s ociology (doctorate, st. John's University ,
New York City). The latter was gained in 1956. The following year he came to UD
t o serve as Chairman of the Department of Theological Studies . He was also University
chapla in , a member of the Student Welfare Council, and of the Committee on Universit y Purpos es until 1961.

Mr . Lawle s s , born in Ironton , Ohio , receive d his bachelor of science in
chemical engineering from UD in 1957 and was employed with Wright Patterson Air
For ce Bas e as an engineer and National Cash Register Company as a research chemist
before returning to UD as a profess or i n chemical technology. He was recently
promoted to assistant professor . He and the f ormer Jacqueline Kuhn have three
chi ldren , Matthew, Catherine and Michael .
Father Koehler has degree s f rom Strasbourg- St. Etienne , Fribourg (Sui s se) Villa
st . J ean, Strasbourg University and Fribourg University in philosophy , Greek, Latin,
French , philology and theology . He taught philo sophy at Institution Sainte -Marie,
Paris, from 1944-1952 and taught Mari ology and was Dire ct or of Studies at the
Seminaire Marianiste , Uni vers ity of Fribour g , 1954-1969.
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